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What are "Working Forests?" 

A Working Forest is professionally managed to provide a continuous supply of renewable, 
sustainable wood products for building materials -- with a focus on protecting fish, water and 
wildlife. Using scientific practices and adhering to comprehensive state forestry laws, 
Washington's working forests work to give back to our entire state. Growing working forests 
absorb carbon, wood products store carbon, and the forest sector taken as a whole currently 
operates with a negative carbon footprint that supports greenhouse gas reduction goals and 
rural economies across Washington, a fact that is recognized in state law. 
 

 

The Good News from the Woods 
Hancock Forest Management celebrates the completion of major aquatic 
restoration projects  

 
Coho salmon, steelhead, trout, and other native Pacific Northwest fish are reaching new stretches of 
the Clatskanie River and its tributaries, thanks to recent efforts by Hancock Forest Management, a 
Manulife Investment Management company, in cooperation with the Columbia Soil and Water 
Conservation District. The projects were identified in the Lower Columbia River Partnership 
developed through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program. 
  
Hancock Forest Management is a Washington Forest Protection Association member with about 1.2 
million acres of forested land in the Pacific Northwest. 

http://htrg.com/forest-management/
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The foresters in the Columbia River Unit based in Cathlamet manage approximately 150,000 acres 
in Southwest Washington and Northwest Oregon. On the Washington side of the river, Hancock has 
been doing stream restoration since 2006. Hancock’s Cathlamet team has opened nearly 90 miles of 
fish-bearing streams, removed 68 old culverts and bridges, installed 173 new culverts and bridges, 
and upgraded or decommissioned over 1,250 miles of forest roads. 
 
Hancock’s most recent project, just completed in November 2019, removed a large culvert that had 
prevented fish passage to 5.5 miles of essential fish habitat for Coho Salmon as well as Steelhead. 
This habitat, on an unnamed tributary of the Clatskanie River near its headwaters, is primarily 
spawning grounds with some rearing capacity. The Coho are listed for protection under the federal 
Endangered Species Act. ... 
 
Nathan Herr, Acting District Manager of Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District, said 
“Hancock Forest Management has been a great partner with the District in restoring our local 
streams. We already are looking at more projects with Hancock.” 
 
Stephan Dillon, Region Manager of Hancock Forest Management’s Columbia River Region unit, said 
“We’re excited to help Coho Salmon and steelhead flourish in the Clatskanie River as a result of our 
stream projects. Our goal is to protect wildlife and sustain fish on our lands.” 
 
The Hancock Forest Management culvert removal projects are among thousands of projects to 
remove fish barriers in the Pacific Northwest. In fact, private forestland owners have helped to lead 
the way in stewardship efforts, protecting fish habitat and doing their part to restore and promote 
salmon recovery. ... 
 
Through Washington State’s historic Forests & Fish Law, and in collaboration with public agencies, 
tribal governments, researchers, and environmental groups, private forestland owners have worked 
to protect 60,000 miles of streams running through 9.3 million acres of state and private forested 
areas in Washington State. To date, private forestland owners have: 

• Removed more than 7,900 fish passage barriers 
• Invested $314 million to remove, replace or abandon forested roads to help protect fish 

habitat 
• Opened more than 5,200 miles of historic fish habitat 
• Set a goal of clearing all fish passage barriers by 2021 

And last year, Gov. Jay Inslee announced that the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) would begin repairing and replacing state-owned highway culverts that impede fish 
migration. The executive order increased state investments in fish passage repairs from the 
Legislature’s $100 million for the biennium to a total of $275 million over the next two years. Money 
for the additional $175 million would come from the WSDOT budget. 
 
At the time, Gov. Inslee stated that the increased investments was a “matter of urgency” and that on 
top of complying with a federal court order, the added money would allow WSDOT to “more than 
double its current pace of culvert repairs” to benefit wildlife, salmon, orca whales and the state’s 
economy. 

https://www.forestsandfish.com/
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Footnote: 
The Washington Forest Protection Association (WFPA) is a trade association representing private forest landowners in 
Washington State.  Hancock Natural Resource Group, a Manulife Investment Management Company is a member of 
WFPA. 
 
The Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was created in 1946 and offers free services to the local 
residents and landowners in Columbia County. To date, there are 45 districts serving Oregon. They are considered 
subdivisions of state government, but function as local units led by a locally elected board of directors.  The Columbia 
SWCD is non-regulatory, and works with willing landowners to prevent problems and solve issues that arise from a variety 
of land use practices. 
 
Neither the WFPA nor the SWCDs of Oregon are affiliated with Manulife or Hancock Natural Resource Group and are not 
endorsing any investment strategy or investment product sponsored by Manulife or Hancock Natural Resource Group. 
 
We encourage you to read more about this positive work here on our website. 

 

Have You Signed?  
Legislation is moving forward to create this special “Forests & Fish” 
Washington state vehicle license plate. Your help is still needed. 
Share our petition with your friends. Make sure our voices are heard. 

SIGN THE PETITION TODAY! 

 

 

 

 

How much do working forestry and wood products mean to Washington state? An awful lot. 
 

Our interactive map tells the whole story. Click to learn more. 

 

 

https://www.workingforests.org/hancock-forest-management-celebrates-completion-of-major-aquatic-restoration-projects/
https://www.workingforests.org/forests-and-fish-license-plate/
https://www.workingforests.org/forests-and-fish-license-plate/
https://data.workingforests.org/
https://data.workingforests.org/
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Stay Updated 

Sign up here to stay information about legislation moving through the state 
Legislature to recognize the role the forest sector already plays in reducing 
Washington's carbon footprint. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

 

 

 

Know the Lingo? 

hot saw -- What happens when you forget to put mix oil in a saw's gas. 

maul -- What a logger does to the person who forgot to mix oil in the gas. 

 

Lastly, a correction... 
In the "Know Your Lingo?" section of last month's newsletter, there was a typo in 
our definition of a board foot of lumber that many of our knowledgeable 
readers spotted and promptly let us know about. We wrote, incorrectly, that a 
board foot is 1 foot wide by 1 foot long by 1 foot thick, when an actual board 
foot is 1 foot wide by 1 foot long by 1 inch thick. If you used the information to 
estimate any of your home improvement projects, we strongly advise 
rechecking your lumber costs. ;) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.workingforests.org/natural-carbon-solution/
https://www.workingforests.org/natural-carbon-solution/

