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What are "Working Forests?" 

A Working Forest is professionally managed to provide a continuous supply of renewable, 
sustainable wood products for building materials -- with a focus on protecting fish, water and 
wildlife. Using scientific practices and adhering to comprehensive state forestry laws, 
Washington's working forests work to give back to our entire state. Growing working forests 
absorb carbon, wood products store carbon, and the forest sector taken as a whole currently 
operates with a negative carbon footprint that supports greenhouse gas reduction goals and 
rural economies across Washington, a fact that is recognized in state law. 
 

 

The Good News from the Woods 
High-Tech for Forest Health: LIDAR, Drones and Lasers 
Working forestry continues make leaps forward in use of cutting edge tech, achieving 
greater efficency and effectiveness in critical active management 

The forestry industry has long integrated innovative approaches and new technology into its 
operations. After all, active forest management relies on the latest science and best practices to 
promote healthy, resilient forests. And just as active forest management is essential to practicing 
sustainable forestry, incorporating technology and new advances has helped foresters and working 
forests better manage their renewable resources. 
 
Modern-day mills use lasers, sensors and computers to increase efficiency, improve worker safety 
and create zero waste so that every fiber of a harvested tree is used to produce building materials, 
paper products, energy from residuals and other wood products. Forested landowners use LiDAR 
(light detection and ranging) technology to capture a three-dimensional geographical image of an 
area that can include forest canopy, elevation contours and slope direction. 
 
And increasingly, working forests are using unmanned aerial vehicles – also referred to as drones – 
to help manage and maintain healthy, resilient forests that benefit communities, the economy, 
wildlife and the environment. 
 
Longtime Washington Forest Protection Association member Stimson Lumber has used drones for 
several years to help foresters gather real-time information on its managed lands. Through 
unmanned aerial systems, Simson Lumber foresters are able to count trees, map harvest units, 
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monitor harvest operations, measure rock stockpile volumes, assess forest health and tree damage, 
and provide 3-D imaging. And Rayonier, which has timberland on the Olympic Peninsula, says that 
drones have become an important tool that has helped foresters respond swiftly to invasive plants 
and assess damage after a forest fire. 
 
The Puget Sound Business Journal recently featured Drone Seed, a Seattle-based company that uses 
unmanned aerial vehicles to plant seedlings after harvests and wildfires. According to Drone Seed 
CEO Grant Canary to the PSBJ, unmanned aerial vehicles are able to reach steep terrain and other 
areas that can be difficult for people to access. Drone Seed’s Canary said he hopes that drones like 
his can be used in wildfire recovery efforts and begin reforestation within “30-60 days after a fire.” 
Federal and state agencies also are finding uses for drones to support wildland firefighters, survey 
land when wildfire risk is particularly high and even fight the fires, according to a Crosscut article. 
And it’s likely that drone use will increase as foresters and forestland managers become better 
acquainted with unmanned aerial vehicle technology. 
 
Said National Park Service Wildland Fire Management Chief Dan Buckley to Crosscut: “We’re finding 
more and more uses for the [drones] as far as surveillance, recon detection of hotspots and most 
recently, aerial firing devices, where we don’t have to put a person up in a helicopter.” 
 
This blog post can also be found and shared here on the Working Forests website. 

 
 

Have You Signed?  
Our drive toward the creation of a special Washington state vehicle license plate 
to support working forests is still moving forward. Your help is still needed. If 
you haven’t already, sign our petition today and then please share with your 
friends. Thank you for helping to make sure our voices are heard. 

SIGN THE PETITION TODAY! 

https://www.workingforests.org/drones-provide-foresters-a-new-perspective/
https://www.workingforests.org/forests-and-fish-license-plate/
https://www.workingforests.org/forests-and-fish-license-plate/
https://twitter.com/WAWorkingForest
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How much do working forestry and wood products mean to Washington state? An awful lot. 
 
Every county of Washington benefits from the role of the forest sector, both in terms of critical stewardship 
actions to support forestland health and cool, clean water, and the direct and indirect economic impacts of 
the work we do. Click here to learn more by checking out the data in our interactive map.  

 

Did You Know? 

As mentioned in this month's featured story, efficiency is the name of the game in the modernized forest 
sector and this drive exists at every point in the supply chain.  One great example is the way that 
precision, laser-assisted milling is used to convert any whole log into its maximum, usable lumber 
product.  And, of course, the stripped bark, chips, and sawdust are also captured and diverted into other 
productive uses to generate revenue or reduce operating costs. 

 

 

 

https://data.workingforests.org/
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